




SUNDAY AND GOING TO CHURCH:  
A Reflection from Fr. Merlin Kieffer 

 

 In the Pentecost Scripture from Acts (2:1-
11) we learned that fire which appeared along 
with a noise “like a strong driving wind” was a 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit – whose coming 
united a small band of Jesus’ disciples into a 
Church!     
   

 Emile Durkeim, writing early in the 20th 
century in his book, The Elementary Forms of  

Religious Life, wrote that “The idea of religion is 
inseparable from the idea of a Church; it conveys 
the notion that religion must be an eminently  

collective thing.” 
 

 A Lutheran minister, writing about teach-

ing an introductory religion class at Carthage 
College in the year 2,000, reflected on the often-

asked question of his students, even then, “Do you have to go to church to be a good person.”  
 

 He observed that many of them want the answer to be “No” in order to justify their       
conduct.   They wanted to distinguish between being “religious” and being “spiritual.”   He says 

that this reveals a growing sense that personal freedom is valued more than being a member of 
institutional religion, which they viewed as “oppressive.” 
 

 He asks in response: “Doesn’t social or community peace end up being essential to one’s 
inner peace?   That’s what’s at stake in going to church: peace.   We can’t have it without finding 
how to live with one another in love.” 
 

 Pentecost gives us opportunity to rediscover a fire that truly unites:  the fire of the Holy 
Spirit that unites us in Christ.  Of course, Mass is more meaningful, if we attend with a sense of 

unity!   The whole purpose of the Eucharist is to unite us to one another in and through the  
person of Jesus Christ.   The experience of the Eucharist is what makes us Catholic.  
 

 That is why we cannot be a good Catholic if we do not attend Sunday Mass.   Not attend-
ing Mass is to step away from the fire that unites us.   It is to step away from the very purpose of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ – which unites and reconciles us with the       

Father.   Separated from the community of faith we cannot participate in the Body of Christ. 
 

 Pentecost is the birth of the Church because it is the birth of unity within a very special 

community.   The “tongues of fire” are an allusion to and a symbol of the Torah, that is, the old 
Law of Moses, which united the children of Israel – the People of God.    
 

 The new tongues of flame tell us of the New Law of Christ, the observance of which unites 
us today.  God breathed into the nostrils of the man giving him life.   In the Pentecostal wind, 
God’s breath is experienced again as new life for humanity. Finally, we learn that out of many 

tongues, there came understanding at the Pentecost event.  
 

 In the story of Babel, the unity of humanity was taken away by God, we were told, because 

of humanity’s hubris, or pride!  Humans began to believe they did not need God and suffered  
because of disunity.  At Pentecost, God made a return of human understanding possible and 
thus unity is also possible once more.  
 

 The Church is essential to our unity, both spiritual and social.   Just as the Spirit came 
only when the disciples were gathered together in prayer, it is in the Church gathered in prayer 

that the fire of the Holy Spirit especially lives.   Christ’s life was in invitation to live in the light, 
warmth, and protection of this fire – this Spirit. 
 





















Did you know that each Tuesday and Thursday before Shepherd’s Crossing is open, they all gather in 
prayer before they open the doors! What a beautiful sign of this ecumenical effort! Did you know that it 
also helps with prescriptions? Shepherd’s Crossing continues to see growing numbers of families in finan-
cial crisis. All the utility bills for winter are now coming due. The Winter program has ended and lots of 
families are facing bills over $1000. Thanks to you for the many ways that you support Shepherd’s Cross-
ing! 2018 Year-to-date: they have distributed $83,273 for 409 Households. 20 volunteers gave over 
242 hours of service.  
If you want to volunteer your time and talent, call Beverly Olson at 776-1470. 



Save the Date:  September 29—October 3, 2018 
St. Thomas More Church Parish Mission  

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers 
Finance Manager  St. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center, Full-
Time-Responsible for the day-to-day accounting functions of the 
Center and the accuracy of all financial files and records. The 
successful candidate will provide professional guidance in fos-
tering the honest and prudent use of its temporal resources in 
carrying out St. Isidore’s mission while maintaining absolute con-
fidentiality. The Finance Manager is expected to exercise inde-
pendent judgment and initiative in the performance of day-to-
day functions and to work cooperatively with the parish pastor 
and staff members. The ideal candidate will be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing. A Bachelor’s degree in Finance, Ac-
counting or Business Administration and a minimum of 3 years’ 
experience in an office setting/accounting environment is pre-
ferred. A complete job description and application are availa-
ble to view on St. Isidore’s website at www.stisidores.com. Inter-
ested applicants are invited to submit a cover letter, resume, 
application and pastor’s letter of support to  
stisidores@stisidores.com or mail to Fr. Gale Hammerschmidt,  
St. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center, 711 Denison Ave.,  
Manhattan, Kansas 66502. Please submit by June 15, 2018. 

Administrative Assistant St. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center is 
seeking an Administrative Assistant. This is a part-time position 
(20-25 hours/week) providing administrative support, particu-
larly to the Financial Campaigns Administrator. The ideal candi-
date will be a practicing Catholic in good standing. A minimum 
of three years’ experience in an office environment is preferred. 
Candidate must have excellent organizational and data entry 
skills and the ability to present oneself professionally and main-
tain confidentiality. A complete job description and application 
are available to view on St. Isidore’s website at 
www.stisidores.com. Interested applicants are invited to submit a 
cover letter, resume, application and pastor’s letter of support 
to stisidores@stisidores.com or 
mail to Fr. Gale Hammerschmidt, 
St. Isidore’s Catholic Student  
Center, 711 Denison Ave.,  
Manhattan, Kansas 66502.  
Please submit by June 15, 2018. 





We appreciate our  
bulletin sponsors.   
Please support  
their businesses! 

b u l l e t i n  s p o n s o r s  

WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
NEW SPONSORS! 

 
Your business could be on this page!  Reach 

out to all in our community and beyond—call 
Margie at 565-5000 for more information. 

ATTORNEYS 
Morrison, Frost, Olsen, Irvine  
  & Schartz LLP  
 P. Bernard Irvine  
 785-776-9208  
 323 Poyntz, Suite 204,  
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
 irvine@mfoilaw.com  
 www.mfoilaw.com  
 
CONSTRUCTION 
D & R Construction, Inc.  
 785-776-1087  
 210 Southwind Place Suite 2C,  
 Manhattan, KS 66503  
 crubel@dandrconst.com  
 www.dandrconst.com 
 
DENTAL 
The Dental Health Group, LLP 
 J. Dennis Dlabal, DDS;  
 Britt C. Feltner, DDS;  
 Jill Dlabal-Ellner, DDS;  
 Dana Ryan-Smith, DDS 

 785-537-8484  
 1640 Charles Place, Suite 101 
 Manhattan 66502   
 www.thedentalhealthgroup.com  

  
ELECTRICIANS 
Robert's Electric, Inc. 
 785-776-0743  
 2708 Amherst Ave., Suite B 
 Manhattan, KS 66502  
 robertselectric@gmail.com 
 www.robertselectricinc.net 
 
FINANCIAL 
Stifel Nicolaus & Co., Inc. 
 Charlie Browne 
 785-776-1066  
 323 Poyntz, Manhattan, KS 66502 
 brownec@stifel.com   
The Trust Company  
 Mark Knackendoffel 
 785-537-7200  
 800 Poyntz, Manhattan 66502 
 www.TheTrustCo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME REMODELING & REPAIR 
Midland Exteriors 
 Jamie Musa 
 785-537-5130  
 8226 South Port Drive 
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
 estimator@midlandexteriors.com 
 www.midlandexteriors.com 
 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Professional Interior Painting &  
  Color Consultation 
 Ann Chaffee 
 210 S. 17th St., MHK 
 785-537-4619 
   annchaffee@att.net 
 
ORTHODONTICS 
Tindall Orthodontics  
 Mark C. Tindall, DDS, MS, PA 
 www.tindallortho.com  
 
PEST CONTROL  
American Pest Management, Inc. 
 Ravi Sachdeva  
 785-537-9188  
 220 Levee Drive,  
 Manhattan, KS  66502 
 americanPest@sbcglobal.net 
 www.americanpestonline.com 
 
PHARMACY 
Barry’s Drug Center 
Downtown Pharmacy 
Tim Parsons, Tiffany Strohmeyer, 

Darren Foltz 
785-776-8833 
414 Poyntz Ave.,  
Manhattan, KS  66502 
barrysdrugcenter.com  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLUMBING  & HVAC 
Bob's Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
 Randall Steiner, Victor Steiner 
 785-539-4155  
 5281 Tuttle Creek Blvd.,  
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
REAL ESTATE & RENTALS 
Irvine Real Estate, Inc. 
 Paul B. Irvine, Mary Beth Irvine,  
 John Irvine, Marlene Irvine,  
 Dylan Sherley 
 785-539-9800 
 1031 Poyntz , Manhattan, KS  66502 
 www.IrvineMHK.com 
 irvinefamily@sbcglobal.net  
Lisa Sedlacek, Realtor®,SRES, ABR 
 Realty Executives-Weis Real Estate Co. 
 785-313-4319 
 Manhattan, KS   66502 
 LisaMSedlacek@gmail.com    
Manhattan Realty Services 
 Duane McKinney,  Broker/Owner 
 John C. White, Jr., Agent 
 manreal@kansas.net 
 duanemckinney10@gmail.com 
 785-776-1010 
 REALTORS 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
The Phone Connection  
 Voice Networks 
 Tom Boller 
   785-776-4429 
   322 Houston St., Suite 110  
 Manhattan, KS 66502  
 sales@tpcks.com 
 
THRIFT STORES 
Family Center Budget Shop 
   785-565-5010 
   730 Colorado Street,  
 Manhattan KS 66502  
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