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 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them.   
May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 



I woke this morning imagining going over to the Luckey Building and setting up for Mass.  I am still pinching 
myself.  But we are in our amazingly beautiful church.  It is real and it would not have happened with out 
the help of so many, of everyone.  
 
I begin with the members of the Pastoral and Finance Councils and the Renovation Committee.  I was the 
one who was fearful and they kept saying, “If we are going to do it, let us do it right.  We have this one 
chance to do it right and let us do so for the next hundred years as our ancestors did for us.”  I thank you 
for pushing me.  Together we met many times to clarify our dreams and make decisions.  
 
Randy Milbrath and Brent Wollenburg of RDG Planning and Design out of Omaha put our dreams on     
paper and computer.  They led us and were there to guide us, especially when tough decisions had to be 
made. Orazem and Scalora Engineering lent their expertise as well.  
 
The construction management team and workers of BHS Construction have become family to me over the 
last 5 months.  They all told me more than once how privileged they felt to be working on such a project.  
Their very excellent work showed this and is much appreciated.  
 
When we first began, so many people, and especially the  Knights of Columbus, helped with the demolition. 
This saved over $5,000.  I wish to commend Mike Crubel who, in addition to assisting us with the demolition, 
oversaw the removal and selling of the old pews. This was a great consolation to many and a good source 
of income.   
 
Our parish choir under the fine leadership of Ramona Kramer and Joe McGraw practiced many hours with-
out even knowing how they would sound in the new church.  You were outstanding on our day of dedication.  
Ayla Price’s harp at the Presentation lent much dignity to the occasion.  
 
Office Staff:  what can I say.  You were beyond great.  Rosie Rundell had her hands full keeping me calm 
and providing humor and personnel resources.  Margie Schley took many pictures and posted them as well 
as handling some tough calls when chaos reigned.  Erin Smithhisler set us up with clear financial processes 
and records. Stacie Levendofsky continued Erin’s fine work as well as doing so much other work beyond  
expectation, especially producing our excellent worship aid.  The Maintenance Staff of first Ken Randall 
and then Tony Ridder were at beckon call, always willing to be interrupted.  Deb Price and Maria 
McArnerney adjusted very well to the many interruptions of their programs.   
 
Manhattan Catholic Schools:  we took your space over from Thursday evening until Sunday and you made 
many adjustments, including setting up the chairs every Thursday evening.  Thank you.  
 
People of the Sunday Parish Noon Mass:  you took those chairs down and stacked them again and again 
for five months.  We are most grateful.  
 
On behalf of the parish, I wish to give a special Thank You to Fr. Frank Coady.  As our Diocesan Liturgist,  
Fr. Coady provided much guidance.  He especially was there to answer emergency phone calls.   
 
We owe a special note of gratitude to Ron Wells who spent hours preparing the reredos (back altar) and 
the altar of sacrifice for Evergreene Architectural Arts.  They are amazing.   
 
Dale Anderson spent many days putting the finishing artistic touches to the Stations of the Cross, the altars, 
shelving and so much more.  We are most grateful for his passion and his sense of history.  
 
I also wish to thank Bishop Vincke and the diocese for its support.  
 
I want to thank you parishioners.  To quote St. Paul, “I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, 
praying always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from 
the first day until now (Phil 1:  3-5) We all need to say that to each other.  As I have said not often enough, 
“the most important symbol in the church is the assembly.”   

 
Finally, I give thanks to God.  With your support, I found a strength I did know I had.  I know that was  
from our God who is a communion of the love of Father, Son and Spirit.  Let us pray that we become  

a communion made in this image.  - Fr. Kerry 





What are the key first steps to enter into Advent?  

 

We can all slow down. We can all breathe more deeply. We can all begin to trust that this will be a 

blessed time. Then, when we let ourselves be who we are, and hear the Scriptures, we can begin to 

quietly pray, “Come, Lord, Jesus.” We might expand that prayer, in quiet moments of our days ahead, 

“Come into my life. I trust you don’t mind if it is still messy. I believe you love me, because I need your 

love. I don’t fear you can’t find the way to my heart. Come and fill me with peace and the love only 

you can give.” Some of us will want to open our hands on our laps or hold up our arms in the privacy 

of our rooms and say out loud, “Come, Lord, Jesus, come into this house, into my family, into our strug-

gles. Come and heal us, and give us join again. Come and unite us and let us experience, each in our 

own way, a bit of the joy you are offering me now.” And, before a single decoration goes up, we 

have prepared for Christmas’ message with the foundation of faith, with the mystery of Advent’s gift. 

God wants to be with us. Advent is letting God’s will be done in our hearts and in our everyday lives. 









Seven Dolors Parish Center 
731 Pierre in Manhattan 

 

Sunday, December 9th 2 pm 
 

PLEASE RSVP to 785-565-5000 









The SDCW (Seven Dolors Catholic Women) Board met on November 7. 
Among the topics discussed were the annual Rosary, Hospitality Sundays, 
Funeral Dinners, the new church basement, Buttons ‘n Bows, new dessert 
plates, a new Shark cordless vacuum and new table cloths. Circle 1 Cap-
tain is Kay Hoffman. Their assignment this year is Receptions. Circle 4 Co-
Captains are Connie Fagerberg and Lynn Addair.  Their assignment this 
year is Funeral Dinners. Circle 5 Co-Captains are Penny Sturr and Janet 
Finney. Their assignment this year is Outreach. Circle 6 Co-Captains are 
Cheri Ubel and Barb Burson. Their assignment is Hospitality Sunday. All 
registered women parishioners are considered members of SDCW. Yearly dues are $10 for active 
members and $20 for inactive. Call the parish office if you would like to be an active member of one 
of the Circles.  
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We appreciate our  
bulletin sponsors.   
Please support  
their businesses! 

b u l l e t i n  s p o n s o r s  

WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
NEW SPONSORS! 

 
Your business could be on this page!  Reach 

out to all in our community and beyond—call 
Margie at 565-5000 for more information. 

ATTORNEYS 
Morrison, Frost, Olsen, Irvine  
  & Schartz LLP  
 P. Bernard Irvine  
 785-776-9208  
 323 Poyntz, Suite 204,  
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
 irvine@mfoilaw.com  
 www.mfoilaw.com  
 
CONSTRUCTION 
D & R Construction, Inc.  
 785-776-1087  
 210 Southwind Place Suite 2C,  
 Manhattan, KS 66503  
 crubel@dandrconst.com  
 www.dandrconst.com 
 
DENTAL 
The Dental Health Group, LLP  
 J. Dennis Dlabal, DDS;  
 Britt C. Feltner, DDS;  
 Jill Dlabal-Ellner, DDS;  
 Dana Ryan-Smith, DDS 
 785-537-8484  
 1640 Charles Place, Suite 101 
 Manhattan 66502   
 www.thedentalhealthgroup.com  

  
ELECTRICIANS 
Robert's Electric, Inc. 
 785-776-0743  
 2708 Amherst Ave., Suite B 
 Manhattan, KS 66502  
 robertselectric@gmail.com 
 www.robertselectricinc.net 
 
FINANCIAL 
Stifel Nicolaus & Co., Inc. 
 Charlie Browne 
 785-776-1066  
 323 Poyntz, Manhattan, KS 66502 
 brownec@stifel.com   
The Trust Company  
 Mark Knackendoffel 
 785-537-7200  
 800 Poyntz, Manhattan 66502 
 www.TheTrustCo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME REMODELING & REPAIR 
Midland Exteriors 
 Jamie Musa 
 785-537-5130  
 8226 South Port Drive 
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
 estimator@midlandexteriors.com 
 www.midlandexteriors.com  
G-R Quality Roofing  
      & Cleaning, Inc. 
 785-320-0687 
 785-410-1248  
 730 Allen Rd., Lot 176 
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
  
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Professional Interior Painting &  
  Color Consultation 
 Ann Chaffee 
 210 S. 17th St., MHK 
 785-537-4619 
   annchaffee@att.net 
 
ORTHODONTICS 
Tindall Orthodontics  
 Mark C. Tindall, DDS, MS, PA 
 www.tindallortho.com  
 
PEST CONTROL  
American Pest Management, Inc. 
 Ravi Sachdeva  
 785-537-9188  
 220 Levee Drive,  
 Manhattan, KS  66502 
 americanPest@sbcglobal.net 
 www.americanpestonline.com 
 
PHARMACY 
Barry’s Drug Center 
Downtown Pharmacy 
Tim Parsons, Tiffany Strohmeyer, 

Darren Foltz 
785-776-8833 
414 Poyntz Ave.,  
Manhattan, KS  66502 
barrysdrugcenter.com  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

PLUMBING  & HVAC 
Bob's Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
 Randall Steiner, Victor Steiner 
 785-539-4155  
 5281 Tuttle Creek Blvd.,  
 Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
REAL ESTATE & RENTALS 
Irvine Real Estate, Inc. 
 Paul B. Irvine, Mary Beth Irvine,  
 John Irvine, Marlene Irvine,  
 Dylan Sherley 
 785-539-9800 
 1031 Poyntz , Manhattan, KS  66502 
 www.IrvineMHK.com 
 irvinefamily@sbcglobal.net  
Lisa Sedlacek, Realtor®,SRES, ABR 
 Realty Executives-Weis Real Estate Co. 
 785-313-4319 
 Manhattan, KS   66502 
 LisaMSedlacek@gmail.com    
Manhattan Realty Services 
 Duane McKinney,  Broker/Owner 
 John C. White, Jr., Agent 
 manreal@kansas.net 
 duanemckinney10@gmail.com 
 785-776-1010 
 REALTORS 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
The Phone Connection  
 Voice Networks 
 Tom Boller 
   785-776-4429 
   322 Houston St., Suite 110  
 Manhattan, KS 66502  
 sales@tpcks.com 
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